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PBA Organizes 11th Annual 
Earth Day Community Clean-Up 
 
The PBA once again celebrated Earth Day by commemorating 
the occasion with an official litter and debris cleanup effort 
along the Fort Erie Friendship Trail between Gorham Road and 
Edgemere Road. 
 
As part of the Earth Day activities, Authority staff conducted 
trash and debris pickups, while student volunteers from local 
elementary and secondary schools spruced-up segments of the 
Friendship Trail.  Gloves and garbage bags were also be supplied 
by the PBA for the initiative.  
   
“We enjoy partnering with local school districts to help get the 
Friendship trail ready for summertime use,” said PBA General 
Manager Ron Rienas. 
 
The following schools took part in the trail cleanup: Niagara 
Christian Community of Schools, Ridgeway Elementary School, 
Ridgeway-Crystal Beach High School, St. George Catholic        
Elementary School, and St. Philomena Elementary School. 

Authority Board of Directors 
Welcomes New U.S. Members 
 
This past year two new members—Patrick Whalen and Charles 
(“Sam”) Gurney—joined the PBA Board of directors as a result of        
appointments made by the State of New York and the Niagara 
Frontier Transportation Authority.  
 
Mr. Whalen is the Chief Operating Officer for the Buffalo Niagara 
Medical Campus, Inc. (BNMC) and has also started over 20    
businesses including Fulfillment Systems International (FSI), a 
logistics services provider offering marketing support,          
warehousing, distribution, freight forwarding, and                 
transportation options to firms operating in the U.S., Canada, 
and Europe.  He has also been involved with the World Trade 
Center Buffalo Niagara, the Canadian American Border Trade 
Alliance, the Bi-National Tourism Alliance, and the Buffalo       
Niagara Partnership Logistics Council.  
 
Mr. Gurney has been in the commercial real estate business for 
25 years as a member of the firm Gurney, Becker & Bourne, Inc.  
As a partner in the firm and residing president since 2009, Mr. 
Gurney specializes in the consulting, sale, and leasing of office 
and residential site selection in the Western New York area.  He 
is also a member of the Society of Industrial and Office Realtors, 
and serves as a member of the Greater Buffalo Board of Real 
Estate, and the City of Buffalo Preservation Board.  
 
In addition, Transport Canada officially reappointed Vice Chair-
man Anthony Annunziata and Executive Committee member 
Rocco (“Rocky”) Vacca to the board of directors for another 
three-year term of service, effective February 2012.  Following 
legislative confirmation, the State of New York also reappointed 
Philip Tantillo to the board, where he has held a seat since 2010.  
 

Total vehicle crossings 

6,042,618 4,747,023 
Automobile crossings 

Authority Enhances Anti-Idling Program Efforts 
 
The PBA board of directors authorized two distinct no-idling zones for the Canada and U.S. secondary 
Customs plaza areas and adjacent Duty Free lots.  As a result, all vehicles are now required to shut 
their engines down when parking or conducting business in these areas. 
 
An implementation program accompanied the announcement and included new 
plaza signage, informational flyers, warning tickets, an activity log to track    
compliance, and various communications to help educate drivers regarding the 
Peace Bridge no-idling zones regulations.   
 
“The new no idling policy at the Peace Bridge plaza will help to bolster efforts 
already underway to combat pollution and improve air quality at the Peace 
Bridge and the surrounding west side,” said Assemblyman Sean Ryan. “I would 
like to thank the Peace Bridge Authority for their leadership in putting forth this 
new policy and for their continuing efforts to improve air quality." 
 
The late-summer policy announcement followed several other environmental initiatives undertaken 
by the PBA earlier in the year.  For example, in July the PBA and the New York State  Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) announced a new air monitoring initiative at the Peace Bridge, in 
order to better assess local air quality in the vicinity of the crossing.  In addition, the PBA and the DEC 
teamed-up to target Peace Bridge corridor emissions violators through a series of ongoing compliance 
sweeps by Environmental Conservation Officers.  And in May, the PBA commenced  discussions with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as means to exchange information on previous air 
quality improvements at the Peace Bridge as well as best practices regarding “green” opportunities.  
 
To learn more about the new Peace Bridge no-idling zones policy or to download the PBA                    
Environmental Stewardship Report, click here.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Border Crossing Times Technology 
 
As part of the ongoing Beyond the Border Action Plan, the U.S. and Canadian governments committed 
roughly $1.7 million to develop, test, and install new wireless Bluetooth reader technology at various 
Can-Am border crossings, in order to provide more accurate wait times data to motorists.  

 
The project was officially completed at the Peace Bridge in July, 
with real-time data immediately available to all travelers.    
 
“Canada and the United States are taking action to promote the 
safe, secure and efficient movement of people and goods across 
the border,” stated Member of Parliament and Attorney General 
of Canada Rob Nicholson. “This technology will make cross-border 
travel easier and facilitate trade by providing reliable, up-to-date 
information to help drivers plan and choose the fastest crossing.” 
 
Authority Vice Chairman Anthony Annunziata commented that 
motorists routinely arrive at the Peace Bridge unaware of how 

long it may take to cross; however, these upgrades offer a fresh certainty that is easily accessible and 
very important to the utility of border travel and the continued movement of goods and people. 
 
For more information on the wireless Bluetooth upgrades, check out this Fort Erie Times article. 
 

Bridge Directional Gantry System Upgraded 
 
In early-November, the PBA announced the official completion of a bridge gantry system light fixture 
replacement project, which resulted in the installation of several hundred LED bulbs along 24 separate 
and suspended directional heads.    

 
The $70,000 fixture replacement initiative is expected to yield 
energy-savings upwards of 80% per gantry unit as compared to 
traditional bulb options.  
 
“This project is yet another example of our ongoing efforts to 
demonstrate environmental stewardship at the Peace Bridge and 
become an even greener port,” said PBA Chairman Sam Hoyt.  
“The new LED directional fixtures will be easier to see, use less 
energy, and provide real cost savings for the Authority.”   

http://www.peacebridge.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=120&Itemid=748
http://www.forterietimes.ca/2012/07/17/border-wait-times-to-be-reduced-with-new-technology

